NET MAKING
(A Traditional Craft of Pennsylvania)
by Anthony S. Emery

Net making is a troditional hand craft of Pennsylvania. The method and patterns shown here are those used by
the family of Mr. Daniel Moser of Pennsburg, Pa, In the early 1900"s Mr. Moser and his family made fish trops &
nets for commercial fishermen of the Chesapeake Bay and the lower Susquehanna River. Mr. Moser was taught by
his grandmother and passed his knowledge on to me.

In net making, o series of loops is tied using a simple knot. A gauge keeps the loops uniform in size and a
needle or shuttle holds the twine. These tools can be made from any flat sturdy material (ruler, paint stirring

stick, masonite, tongue depressor, heavy cardboard, etc.). The simple needle has a notch cut at both ends and
is loaded end over end. It is worth the trouble to make the more difficult traditional needle. The pointed end

makes the netting easier and the spine prevents the twine from unwinding until you need it.
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TRADITIONAL NEEDLE 1/8'" x 3/4" x 8"
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SIMPLE NEEDLE 1/8'" x 3/4"" x 8"

GAUGE /8" x 1" x 5" J \/
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Use cotton mason (seine) twine, available from any hardware store. An ANCHOR is made from a 2’ length of
twine with its ends tied together to form a loop. The ANCHOR is placed over a stationary object (“'C"" clamp,
hook, door knob, chair back, etc.). The first row of loops is cast onto the ANCHOR which also helps to keep
the work taut.

Load your needle and bring it from behind through the ANCHOR, leaving a 6"’ tail. Pinch the two strands (legs]
together 1"’ below the ANCHOR with the thumb and forefinger of your left hand. At the same time pull back with
your left hand to keep the work taut. The right hand now guides the needle to lock the two legs together with a
half hitch knot.

A. Make a KEYHOLE arc to the left of the two legs.

B. Bring the needle behind the two legs and through the KEYHOLE.

C. Draw the knot tight and release the pinch.

The same knot is now tied using the gouge to make uniform loops. The gauge is held in the left hand with the
top edge directly below and touching the first knot, The right hand guides the needle Down around the gauge, up
through the ANCHOR, and Down to the gauge, forming two legs.  Pinch the legs against the top of the gauge, make
the KEYHOLE , and complete the knot. Make 10 loops (11 knots) in this manner, remove the gauge, turn the work
over so that the needle is on the left (in netting you always work from left to right), and you are ready for the
second row. |t is not necessary to keep all loops on the gauge until the row is completed. Because each loop is
locked into place, you can remove the gauge whenever you want to.
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To load the traditional needle
Hold needle in left hond;
Guide twine with right hond

A) Around spine ond down to

notch; turn needle over.

B) Around spine ond down to
notch; turn needle over.

Roreol A & B until needle i:
full.
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e Step C
Repeat A - C using gouge
to make uniform loops.
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Step A
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